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says: “Respect
her creeds’

VARNING AGAINST
COMMUNALISM

TiMES ) 2/5'9_ KURUNEGALA, Thursday.
"'H‘HL‘RI& is quite a lot of talk apout religion nowa=
days, I for one respect all religions. 1t is .true

that Buddhism is embraced by the larger majority |
in this country, but that does not mean that . we 4
should object to other religions”, declared Sir John
Kote'awala, presiding at  the Hfth anniyersary cele=
brations of the Guru-Mada Rural Welfare Society, in
the Dodangaslande electorate.

Continuing Sir John said that

unlike in certain othel countries

all communities here-—Sinhalese,

Tamils, Muslims, Burghers and} &
l.\1:31;1\": lives acefully, The

{ communal ery should never | bé

{raised. One great privilege the?
country gave was the freedom‘of

. speech. They Government Wi

i elected by the people and it W
U](’ duty of every (‘l"h“ﬂ to lise

' his vote properly b

About 20 years ago the ave

age age of the people in

i country was 27 years, but

it had risen to 40 years,
clearly indicated that the health
of the country had improved
The medical department should
he (on‘plnnom(d for this. In

years, He l‘oped H‘nt in Lzm
near future the average age of |
this country would be at least 60,

It would be interesting to note,

said Sir John in conclusion, that
out of every three mouthfuls of
food taken bv .each individual
two were from foreign countries.
It was owing to the food situa-
tion that (-mmmhont embarked
on the Gal Oya Scheme and
other big agricultural’ under-
takings. :

He congr lated the - society

on, its excellent work,

Among the other speakers

were My, D. B. Welagedera, Mr.
R B Mmmnmla My, . Aj. =M,
Bazzir, the Rev.oN. M. Maulana
Saheeh and Mr. 'P. M. Haniffg,




