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By The Sunday Times Defence Correspondent
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President Dingiri Banda Wijetunga, is next week
expected 10 name Major General Gerry de Silva, as
acting Commander of the Sri Lanka Army. He will
succeed Lt. Gen. Cecil Waidyaratne, who is
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Last week, The Sunday Times (December 5) report-
ed that Lt. Gen. Waidyaratne, has applicd for early
retirement and has been offered a diplomatic posting.

As the report said, his decision came after a meeting
on December | with President Wijetunga and Premier
Wickremesinghe. Also taking part were Defence Secre-

General Hamilton Wanasinghe and General Sepa-
la Attygalle, Security Advisor to the President. The
meeting is learnt to have taken place before the com-
mencement of the weekly National Security Council
Session,

Two days later, on December 3, Lt. Gen. Wai ya-
fatue wrote to President Wijetunga conveying his deci-
$10n 1o retire from December 31 and giving his own
VIEWs on some of the matters relating to it

° next day (December 4) Lt. Gen. Waidyaratne,

If hinted at his impending retirement when he

addressed a previously scheduled conference of Regi-
mental Commandegrs. Whilst critically assessing the per-
{ormance of various regiments, in what would seem to be
a moment of anger he had remarked that he did not
want to command a “failing Army." Reuters news
agency which reported the Army Commander’s im-
pending early retirement quoted the statement thus
bringing him into the centre of another controversy

Barring that aside, the whole week was predominated
with speculation both in political,and military circles.
The talking point was changes, and the rumour mill
took over. Following on its heels were the multitude of
petitions, signed and anonymous - an excercise which
has become part of lobbying strategy nowaday:

This was while senior security officials in the north
took a series of measures to counter LTTE cadre build
ups in camps in the area, particularly in the Wanni and
Mullaitivu. There again offensive action had to wait for
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such measures were directed from the highest levels.

The imbyoglio eased last Friday (December 10) When
news Begdn g circulate in the security establishment
that President Wijetunga had accepted Lt. Gen Waidya
ratne'§ decision (0 getire and would name the acting

Commander.

According to security sources, Defence Secretar
General Hamilton Wanasinghe, wrote to Lt. Gen. Wai
dyaratne, last Friday informing him that President Wije:
tunga had accepted his application for retirement with *
effect from December 31. In order to facilitate the
appointment of an acting Comman en. Wana-
singhe i learnt to have asked Lt. Gen. Waidyaratne to
inform Him of the date from which he would go on leave
prior (o retirement =

The same sourcessaid Lt. Gen. Waidyaratne has been
advised not to make any changes, if they became neces-
sary, without consulting the Chief of Staff. Major

(icnrrd,(‘:crr.\ de Sil
These sources said Lt. Gen. Waidyaratne would opt

"10 go on leave from December 15 but there was no

sfficial cBnfirmation of this till last night

* If Lt. Gen. Waidyaratne made the remark that he did
not want to command ina moment ol
‘anger. he was more composed in his chats with senior
officers thereafter. Re did not hide the fact that the
remark was a mistake,

It did not do much to the Army morale which came
under heavy strain after the Pooneryn disaster. On the
civilian side, there were complaints that the remarks
were a slur on the good General's own responsibilities

Security forces intercepts of radio communications
showed LTTE intelligence boss, Pottu Amman, seizing
the remark to make an appeal to youth to join their
ranks to demolish an Army which their own Com-

mander admits to be “failing.” Pottu Amman also made
a radio call asking the security forces to join hands with
them since the Commander himself had termed it a
“failing Army

A month has elapsed since the disaster at Pooneryn.

[hough this confrontation was the worst setback the Sri

Lanka Army has suffered in terms of human and
equipment [osses, there have been no significant territor-
ial disadvantage which the LTTE could strategically
exploit except to the vacuum created by the absence of a
Naval presence in the lagoon. K

This enables the LTTE unfettered movement across

the lagoon and maintain the Wanni and the peninsula as a

single operational unit though geographically separated.
This s vitally important to the LTTE as the two units are
complementary to maintain a viable operational base to
sustain not only military operations but also for control
of the population and their support.

The greatest benefit of this Pooneryn success to the
LTTE was to pre-empt any threat to the Wanni-Penin-
sula axis.

Now, the general tactical situation on the northern
frontis more or less before the Pooneryn-Kilali confron-
tations - a general situation of stalemate

In a stalemated situation, the war is likely to drag on
nto one of attrition where both sides will suffer human
and equipment losses with little or no political or mil-
itary progress. Thisis a situation which the Government
must avoid

1t cannot afford to keep open a running sore to drain
the nation economically. That can only be of advantage
10 the terrorists. It is in fact the objective of terrorism to
drain its target economically and psychologically into a
state of collapse and then exploit its political ambitions

Thus, the period of consolidation is crucially impor-
tant to the Government. It has to hone its pacification
strategy in the Eastern Province towards a political
advantage whilst re-vamping its military capabilities in
the north

The LTTE appear 10 be concentrating on re-energ|
ing the population, recruiting and re-organising its

dres.

There can be no pacification without military secuti-
ty. Equally, military measures, unless they lead to a
political aim which leads to pacification, lacks meaning

Both are complementary. Any setback to the re-or-
ganisation of the military effort is bound to have reper-
cussions in the political handling of the north east situa-

tion in addition to weakening the military will and
morale. =5




