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by Shamindra Ferdi-
nando

Five-hundred birrels
of petrol. released by
the government in anti-
upmut of a prisoner
exchange deal with the
LTTE. may now reach
the hands of the Tigers
in their Wanni jungle
fustness. security offi-
cials warned vesterday.

The ship carrving
other hanned supplies
also being send North
as part of “the deal was.
however. brought bitck
to the navy held post of
Kankesanturai with its
cargo Intact.

The stock of petrol
s Bad heen released

500 barrels of petrol in Tigers’ hands?

lust week 1o i private
fuekdistributor in Kili-
nochchi. deep in

LTTE-held terntory.

was part of a package
of -restricted 1tems
which the government
agreed to allow to be
sent North in exchange

for the release of .Wl

"Security personnel cap-

tured by the Tigers.

Security officials told
‘The Island™ that the
stock rof petrol had
reached Kilinochchi
before the military au-
thorities could halt the
transporting trucks on
learning that the LTTE
had reneged on the
deal.

“The LTTE

went

M

back on its word
release our men only
after the petrol car-
rying lorries left Col-
onibo™, sources admit-
ted yesterday.

Earlier. the secunty
authorities moved
quickly to prevent MV
"Merts Ruhunu™ own-
ed by Mercantile Ship-
ping from unloading
the supplies it was cur-
rying at the LTTE-
controlled. Pt. Pedro
harbour. sources said

[nformed sources re-
vealed that the Kili-
nochchi fuel dealer had
transported the barrels
of petrol well before
the confusion erupted
which resulted in the

#

LTTE further detam
ing of 32 policemen ¢ and
one soldier in Jaffna
The Jaffna GA. K.
Manikkavasagar,
accompanied by 1CRC
officials, wi as scheduled
to visit Kilinochehi to-
ity the
distribution of fuel
Security ffichals.
however. fear that the
LTTE may
already seized the tuel
Sources deseribed
the consignment of pets
rol sent -ll! KWHHLJ(ML'{II
as only o part of the
initial agreement be-
nween the LTTE and
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the government in the
attempt to secure the
release of captured
policemen who have
been in Jaffna for the
past three years,

The Ship Ruhunu
wals carrying diesel, en-
gine ol brake il |
kerosene oil and ferti-
lizer among other items
to Juffna Officials said
speculation about the
LTTE removing the
supplies was not true

“Nothing had been
taken. a senior Rehabi-
litation Ministry official
said vesterdav.




