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But with no presence
inside Sri Lanka, and a
wanted arms smuggler
as leader, defeated
rebels face an uphill
battle
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COLOMBO = Sri Lanka's Tamil
Tiger rebels are trying to rise
from the ashes of their

devastating battlefield defeat, SPém AL TO THE STAR

swe_arrng off violence and, Tamil Tiger leader Selvarasa Pathmanathan ran an international smuggling ring
pledging to transform their and is a wanted man around the world.

internationally shunned terror

group into a democratic movemart for Tamil

statehood.
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Their rebranding effort faces long odds. The Tamil Tigers' self- | @ Choose text size
proclaimed new leader is a wanted arms smuggler, the group has |

no presence inside Sri Lanka and the government has brushed off | Report error or complaint
the remaining rebels as irrelevant; It's not even clear if anyone is

really in charge of the tattered and demoralized group. { |23 BOOKMARK g o) &Y

"There is no LTTE now, because we have totally destroyed their

capabilities and their hierarchy," caid Media Minister Anura Yapa,

referring to the rebels by an acrorym of their formal name, the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam el

The rebels once controlled a shadaw state across northern Sri Lanka backed bv thousands of
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ow, neariy 300,000 ethnic Tamil civilians from the rebels' former stronghoid are being held in
di spiacemeﬂt camps in the north as security forces sweep through the rest of the country searching
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Tamil expatriates living in Ca d

In the wake of Prabhakaran's death, Selvarasa Pathmanathan, the group's chief of international
relamons has seized the leadersmp mantie and immediately begun trying to recreate the Tamii

o inna
lunn_,

almost cultlike ieadershlp style And he announced the creatlon of a committee to set up
"provisional transnational government" for the proposed Tamil state.

"The struggle of the people of Tamii Eelam for their right to seif-ruie has reached a new stage,” he
Sal(] m a Statement Mdnuay " t is time now ror us to move rorward h our political vision towards

kumaran, a 7o
Tamils abroad t

respected llberatlon movement.

Known as "KP,"” he ran the group's vast international weapons-smuggling ring and remains a wanted
man internauonaliy. The government has appealed to foreign governments in recent days to find and




