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L'TTE cadres blow themselves up after firing
trawler with monitors on board

by Namini Wijedasa

Three LTTE cadres, on a fishing trawler, yesterday blew
themsdv:.s up, after selting, their \essel alight while Sri

ptea O_y the nav_y, \,uulaln\,u aimong Otl"Cl’ ltLula, an
anti-aircraft gun.
The acti declared to be a clear violation of the cease-
fire ag,reement which also placed in grave danger the

srotect.

monitors whom both partu.,S are bound to PToicT

The monitors and their translator survived by jumping into
the sea and were subsequently fished out by the navy The
incident occurred 4.4 nautical miles south of Delft island.
The destroyed trawler contained one 23 mm anti-aircraft
gun, three hand grenades, several hundred rounds of
ammunition for the anti-aircraft gun as well as bullets for
AK47 rifles.- The trawler was thought to be an Indian-
registered vessel, possibly stolen from Indian fishermen.

"It is a very tragic thing to happen,"
SLMM spokesman "There is no use sacrlf'cmg lives hke
this." He said that the monitors and translator were staff of

the Jaffna SLLMM office.

The navy first intercepted two vessels (a boat towing a
trawler) on Thursday afternoon, a military official said. The
occupants had refused a bid to investigate the vessels
prompting the navy to call for SLMM intervention. One
SLMM monitor arrived at the scene and first inspected the
boat that was towing the trawler. He declared after his
check-over that there were no weapons and recommended
the boat’s release. This suggestion was carried out by the
navv

When the navy wanted to join the monitor in his search of
the bigger vessel, the three LTTE cadres on board had
threatened to swallow cyanide.

"Although it is our right to search any vessel in these
waters, we did not want to upset the peace process by
causing a serious incident," said the navy official. "So, we
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