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onsider for a moment if it
C\\'ns possible to defeat the
Hezbollah or Hamas. The
achievements of the Sri Lankan
security forces are of a compa.
rable scale. There were no coali
tion troops or hi-tech geospatial
imagery or other hi-tech equip-
ment; it was the strength and
courage of the indigenously
trained Sri Lankan security
forces that accomplished a feat
considered by many as impossi.
ble. The Sri Lankan forces mili
tarily decimated the Liberation

Shipping/logis
Pigeons) a

Tigers). The sup
sisted of the re
Weapons procur:

oup), mobile

Units), Overseas diaspora
(Castro division),
propaganda/publicity, satellite
television (NTTE
Nitharshanam), political affairs,
social services (TRO), IT sup-
port (Vanni Tech), war veteran
welfare (Mahaveer), internal
security (TE Police) and tri
bunals (TE Courts)

The military capability of
the LTTE provided the space to
develop the trapping of a de-
facto administration in areas
controlled by the group. The
international network and logis
tics facilities provided resources
and weapons for Prabakaran’s
army

In this image made available by the

Amman and the disbanding of
young combatants by capturing
the entirety of the Eastern
Province by July 2007.

The Sri Lankan navy under-
took deep sea operations in
international waters and
destroyed nine merchant vessels
of the LTTE between March to
October 2007. The regular induc
tion of weapons and ammuni
tion to the LTTE, using its mer-
chant fleet was critical to main
tain its military power. The
destruction of the LTTE supply
chain capability was the single
decisive factor that changed the
LTTE from being a formidable
military force to a group gasp:

Sri Lankan army
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Sri Lankan diplomacy
exploited what could be calle
the new world order in a post
economic crisis era. The risin,
influence of India and Ct
important global actors
decline of the west in
tional politics was effectively
used by Sri Lanka to minimize
any external intervention

The combination of these
factors and the superior ground
tactics adopted by the Security

Forces prevailed in the final bat-

tle. The victorious security
forces not only defeated the
LTTE, but also rescued over

photographs in

recovered, providing valuable
insights into the operations of
the LTTE. Over 7100 LTTE com-
batants have surrendered volun-
tarily to the security forces.

Since 19 May 2009, the only
representation of the LTTE
remains among the overseas
Tamil diaspora. The interna-
tional network of the LTTE
operated under the leadership of
Veerakathy Manivannam (alias
Castro) up to 30 January 2009
Facing imminent defeat at the
hands of the Sri Lankan securk
ty forces, Prabakaran appointed
the head of weapons procure-
ment based in Thailand,
Selvarajah Pathmanathan (alias
Kumaran Pathmanathan, KP),
as the new head of LTTE inter-
national relations.

Selvarajah Pathmanathan
KP), had been sidelined due to
personality clashes, especially
with political head Tamilselvan
Furthermore, the KP
Department which undertook

supply chain upalnlny
was the single decisive
factor that changed the
LTTE from being a for-
midable military force
to a group gasping for
survival. The almost
complete destruction of
the LTTE shipping fleet
was possible due to
advanced technical
intelligence and satellite
data provided by the US
Pacific Command to the
Sri Lanka Navy. It
demonstrated the close
counter terrorism coop-
eration between the
Bush administration
and Sri Lanka prior to
the Senator Leahy
amendment.




