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J R. Jayewardene has by ex- _-’:

: ecutive order merged Sri Lan-
-ka’s Northern and Eastern |
- provinces, meeting a major 3
‘."‘demand of ethnic Tamil mili

way for provmcxal electxoos in
‘those reglons, where Tamils

have been _waging a gueml}a_‘;

"

»‘='i‘ema1n1ng prxsoners, thought
to -number_about 500 to .600

S2E. The merging ofé :
= provinces has been strongl
_-‘opposed by many of Sri Laq
majority ethnic Sinhalese.
£y i:'g’ramils dominate’ Northern_,_‘ =
province,’. but share’ Eastern_& -
“ province with the’ Buddhistz
T Sinhalese and Muslims, neither &

“of whichiwant .to fall- under‘lﬁ

= militant Tamil domination.™
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