THE ECONOMIST DECEMBER 3 1988

-

The next Raj

SiIR—In ““The meaning of rthe
word Raj’’ (November 12ch) you
correctly idenrtify India’s long-
term imperial ambitions in the
subcontinentr and the surround-
ing region. T'he Nehru family
has alwavs believed that it has a
tryst with the Hindu destiny,
which lies in establishing India

as a regional power. This dream
will marterialise when the smaller
countries bordering India have
their foreign policies dictared by
Delhi.

We in Pakistan have alwavys
believed that India seeks hege-
meny in the subcontinenct. Why
does it build such a huge navy or
spend so much on defence? It is
ludicrous ro expect that Pakistan
will attack India.

Whar we are witnessing is the
creation of a power-hungry ab-
erration. Very soon India will
demand its own sphere of influ-
ence. If the West and Moscow
think thar the story will end
there, they are being naive. How
will this new factor integrarte inrto
the Hindu-Muslim rivalry? What
will be the impacrt of this new
presence in the global balance of
prower?! Whart is the Chinese re-
acrion going to be?

India’s quarantining of Sri
LLanka is a return to gunboar di-
plomacy of the imperial era. Pa-
kistan (Bangladesh), Sri Lanka,
Nepal and " +mow the Maldives
have seen the nature of India.
et us hope that the world wakes
up to the rthreat of “‘brown
imperialism.”’
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