bonben had beea
' petiently for
do mm their explo-
s-laden handcart, in the
agioa adeparioocs
arearea.
Waiting, fora convoy of
hy new Tuxury vehicles
" tinted glass, escorted
mcor<ycles wnd

her thaa Deputy Defence
x.mm 1 Col. Anoruddha
Satwalte
snsn'tthe int convoy (00

in' such heavily guarded
coavoys.

1" The assassin would wait
i

pos

thicle was directly abreast
e, But before it cold
.ty would pshdown

do the job, and ramoved
mgh‘ of the explosives trousers and
packed boards

arouse suspici
‘Sometimes they were al
Thunmula junction. Atcther
nes, they would gothrough

Bullers Road since there

8 were two army checkpoints

where the soldiers might get
icious.
Dt they had 0o luck

fcend o perect o
causethe tw

Tigh Pl a the ight time,
Ratwatle and the service
commandersdid ot gopat

L Borlapaicaveatbythen.

adrofthetws

Thangavelu Sivapathan
¥a a 26 yea-od mtive of

by(Pottu Amman him |qu
carry out special espionage
wirk in Colombo.
Sivapathan had been to
dcmh} twice during the
three years, the lasttime
i June of this yoar. Each
e, he had compleded his
ondge work, and had
Maitmed 16 the rioeth
When he retumed to
Culomboialuly, M,u;w.
i et tthe Fort ul
fation by Kumar, whom hc
Sad not seen before. Kumar
ok him to 2 shanty in
Nathenpita, owned by a
wannemed Anandan, where

fished a handcart around
*6ombo 7. This was ot the

fchi
irches nl’!hmh i
"Their objective
familiarize themselves
ifhthe area, get to know at
time Ratwatte and the
afice commanders left
\eir official resideaces at
taomore  Cresceat  and
auddhaloks  Mawatha
4ilers Road) cvery mom-
ng,and whattime they were
atel lkely to retum.
But most importantly,
ey were getting the police-

5l to the sight of the two
Toog these roads,

On August 4, Kumar,
o also lived in another
Yothin Narabenpita, left for
e hours, and came back,
Ith a brand new handcar
art had 10 boards
he mrmn 'Muh c.ls.‘l
a filse compa
Loed with ﬁ»e klh»
of explosives
sumar told Sivapathan
dir mission was to
2 convoy of vehi-
h tinted glass and

sver,the two assas-
dthat the cart with
ammes of explo-
tooheavyforthem
round on the bot,
etsall day,

Nosiclg i heybocked
ke Tamils, Bassild

them where they were from,
andchecked theiridentifica-

tion cands,

Kumar, the man from
Trincomalee wholed syt
more than & year in Co-

cart was directly oulside the
office of the Western Prov

ince Chief Minister, it blew
p, in an explosion heard &

plewere dead on
and two wore diea
day, bringing the total to
dead. Filty others were
wounded.

e cimage iaids the
chief minister's
temble. The cld m.u“b

filing cabincls were hurlad
ar ily or shiedded

peopleat the reception,
Bad come (0 meet the

No-one knovos why Kumar b]ew himself up

at that time and place. Perhaps he believed
that Sivapathan would confess to the CDB
under heavy interrogation that day, and

knowing in that c.

e that this would be the

last day he could have accomplished h
gruesome mission, he may have blown
himself up at the nearest target.

Tombo, spoke Sinkala quite
well,and convinced the po-
ljuc officer that he was an
iry estate Taunil man
T come to. Colombo
s g living by
selling king coconus.
However,  Sivapathan
spoke no Sinhala, and de-
spile vociferous assurances
from Kumar that be was
Kumar's belper, Bassildus
arested Sivapgthan on sus-
picionasthousandsof Tamil
youth have been amsted in
Colombo since April 19,
Once the police were satis-
fied that the man was not an

dre, he would be

released.

Little did the unsuspect-
ing Bassildus know that
Kumar had already tumed
the key on the inside of the
cart, o am the explosives,
and had the policeman lied
toarest bothofthem, Kumar
would have pushed down
the haadle and blown all
theee of them up.

Kumar's orders from
the LTTE specified thal if
the plot was about to be

clves upimmediacly.

aried no cyanide
capsulesonthen, since ey
had beea oot in public for

policeman noticing # ¢y
nide capsule around their
nzcks was loo great.

That evening, Kumar
visited Sivapathan at the
Borella potice sttion, and
‘wamed himthat he wastobe
silent.

On Monday moming,
Kumar retumed to the po-
lice station with a large sum
of money, and asked the
police officers if he coud
postbail or Sivapathan

However, the Borella
poi,red of geingwo-

tectiveBurcau (CDF) which
is in charge of loculng
Tgersin Colombe.

Leaving the Borella po- |

lice station Kumarproceeded
alone with the cat to
Torington, andvaitedagain
for a target. By: once again
he was unsuccessful.

A litlle before 11 am,
navy seatries guarding the
buck entranee (0 the Sci
LaskaRupmubi

had just inished a meeting
withhisstalTwheathe boab
blew, was quickly whisked
away through  bock exitby
mxmy personnc],

The dld clock on the
clocktower Independeice
Square stayed stopped o
10:53. Kumars body lay
face upwards 20 yards from
the remains of the
hich was blown 10 litle |
it the wheels being found
more than 50 yards away,
The blasted remains of king
cocomuts were visitleinthe
we

Noone knows  why
Kumar blew himself up f
tha e and poce. Pechaps
e believed that Sivapathan
would confgss (o the CDB
under heavy intesmogation
thatday, and knowing nthat
case that this would be the
Tast day he could have ac-

conplted iy gucone
mission, hemay have llown
himself up af the nearest
targel
Oum)vc(bmghml»:
navy sealsies at Rupavabinl
unnerved him, and he por-
icked and blew himself up.

Kumaratunga (0 lau

all-out war ag;

Or perheps u cartwhedd ;’M
fel{into a piboke e the ¢

ives weal off acci-
dentall

answer, and 50, we Wil
never kaow.

Sivaputhan did ml\fm
(u the CDB that day, and
police quickly mided the
shanties where the two had
sayed, andarrested theown:

Y-
Only Kumar kaew the oo

Nol being of a miltary
background  herself,
s
s o prosecute he

qu
Trside the shantes, po
lice found three n‘urld\' :

capsules, and several ab-
Jets. The suicide bombess
neverhed to use them.




