Meditation - “No”, negotiations —
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Mediation -"No", negotiations - “yes"

Mr. Bandaranaike lives in California, holidays in Sri Lanka

Q: During your recen
visit to the UN headqua

bombing of a refugee camy

and an LTTE massacre in
aid they

Ampara. You
should stick to dealing with
mosquitoes and malaria
Wasn't that
a statement?
A:My reference to mosqui
toes and malaria at

the United N:

the areas of work, mainly so-
cial, humanitarian and eco.
nomic for which they are
present in a country. When
they take it upon themselves
1o comment on incidents ans-
ing from an on going internal
conflict they enter sensitive
political territory and run a
grave risk of overstepping
their legitimate mandate in the
host country
Questions can arise as to
why they picked on one inci
dent involving civilian casu
alties when there have been
numerous such incidents over
the years in respect of which
no Statements were made by
United Nations officials
If the United Nations Mis
sion in a country is to preserve
its impartiality and objectiv-
ity it must be careful (0 get the
facts right before it makes a
statement. For instance, in its
combined statement
September 24 on the Air
Force bombing in Mulaitivu
and the attack on three ham
lets in Amparai the United
Nations said that “deliberate
killing of civilians is against
fundamental principles of in
temational humanitarian law
thus clearly indicating its view
that the Air F

oV

rce bombing

rters
in New York you criticised
public statements made by
UN top brass in Colombo
over the recent Air Force

little too harsh

a press
conference in New York was
a colourful way of saying that
ons officials
should confine themselves to

t UN Special Envoy on the use
of Children in War? He came
here last year. What has the
UN done or not done, out
the LTTE’s continuous use of
children at war?

A: For some time after he
came here Mr. Ownnu did not
seem to be doing

D

much about
h  the situation of child soldiers
. in Sri Lanka. We had to urge
him to condemn the violation
by the LTTE of their assur-
ance (o him that they woulc
discontinue ‘the use of child
soldiers. A few days agoin an
interview with the Daily News
Mr. Otunnu is reported to have
said that he receives informa-
tion on the abduction of
school children by the LTTE
in Northern Sri Lanka, that
they are continuing to recrui
ren below 17 and t
they are violating their pledg:
to the international commu.
nity not to recruit child*8o!
diers

He said they had also
agreed not to interfere with the
distribution of food and other
essentials for the displaced
persons and to allow displuced
civilians to go back home, but
that they were not honouring
their pledge. He said “we must
gather 4ll our momentum to
exert continuous and systen
atic pressure on these army LJ
groups to make them respec
human dignity and values es
pecially of children.” He
added that Sni Lanka contin-
15 10 be a major preoccupa
tion of his office and that there
1 lot to be done. I am glad
to see that he is coming out
more forcefully on the child
soldiers question

Q 5.The use or abuse of
child soldiers was 2
sue sometime recently, esps

ally after a much publi-
cised report
Machel (now Mrs. Nelson
Mandela). It’s off the radar,

chi

and is, therefore, ¢

Forelgn Minister Lakshman K Kadngam.n' in an exclusive interview
with The 1e Sunday Times News Editor Amhony David explains the
Government's position on 1 on third Pdr[\' negotiations, nudmnon and

fac 1]|muon over peace talks with the LTTE; I'TE; his recent ¢ criticism of some
UN officials in ¢ Jolombo; his response to Anura B Bandaranaike, MP’s

criticism ofhxm; and about developments in Sri Lank:

s neighbourhood

ompletely out of touch with political realities

and to the LTTE
Q :Has anyone offered to
negotiate, mediate or facili-
tate in our conflict?
A:Yes, I have counted 16
countries which have at one
time or another offered their
good offices without specify-
ing the capacity in which they
wish to act. The usual ap- 'of atmosphere a facilitator a¢.
proach of a number of ceptable o both parties could
friendly countries is to offer be helpful. At the appropriat
to help in whatever way the time we will bring the partie
Government and the LTTE  together since we are going t
would consider useful in make an arrangement within)
| bringing the war to an end a unitary State, There is 1o
| and establishing a durable question of two States: that}
peace in our land. The Gov- has been ruled out a long time
emment has noted all these ago’ i
offers and expressed its sin-  The Leader of the Opposi
cere appreciation of the inter-  tion has correctly understood|
estshown by so many friends the distinction between me-
in bringing the war toan end.  diation and facilitations I 4
nura speech to foreign investors &
Bandaranaike was vbry few days ago he had first said
critical of you ig Parliament  that he was not against medig-
last week. He sdys that you tion but h ]
stayed at nw Waldorf - statement (o indicate that fa-
Astoria in New York- one cilitation is ** something pos-
of the finest hotels in the sible ard does not in any way
| ‘world- eating the finest violate the sovereignty of this
foods and making state- country andis an option which
ments while poor Sinhalese we will have to think of very
and Tamils are getting mas-  seriously”, z
sacred here. “Whatkindof  Q: Hasn’t the war got
Mmgn Minister have we stuck in the mud and in cor-
2ot,” he asked. ruption and inefficiency?
A:The trouble with Mr. - A:War is always; to-a
| Bandaranaike is that he lives  greater or lesser degreg, stir-
| in California, holidays in Sri rounded by corruption and i
Lanka and does not do a efficiency. A war fought'wit
stroke of work anywhere. He clear and limited objectives.
is, therefore, completely out -fight well be finished
of touch with the political re- quhk\\‘ That is what hap-
alitiés of the country. When penced, for instance, in the war
he comes herc on his periodic ~that led to the creation of
visits he looks immediately adesh, but wars against
and desperately for a cheap guerrilla forces are fiotori
headline. Truth and ace uracy - ously long and tortuous. There
are not his forte. His state- have been many such wiss in
ments should never be taken  this century, as for instance in
at face value. Vietnam and Afghanistan
wars took an inordi
nately long time to bé con-

I do agree that there i$ a/ti¢
gree of hostility, mistrustan
a history of disagreement be
tween the parties over a fon,
period of time, and the situa
tion is now terribly compli
cated by the massacres thaj
take place and incidents of thal
kind ang, therefore, in that sor

For instance, he says that |
make lordly statements from

Air Force bombing
The

at the
cident was deliberate

cen pru
ensible on the part
Fthe United Nations officials
» have first consulted the
Lovernment on the facts be
statement

those UN

e issuing

crned with nuumu. a
ragedies, full s
A:ln the
ations statement d
ember 29, issue
on with Government fp-
the chfference
inflic

second United

aatives

ettt il cetolies,
whether accidental or deliber-
ate, remained & humanitarian
tragedy had the effect of
i the two incidents

: artack on

ried out for em-
phatic denunciation. The
United Nations should have
condemned that massacre in
no uncertain terms as Am-
nesty International did. But

A:That is the question. May
be they do not know how to
evaluate dnd strike the r

balance between different

nts seem to be made by

wively low level officials

with no diplomatic experi

Maybe

_ plain frightened. I d

For instance, as far as I am

awace, UNICEF St

has not ye 1 statement

on thatamible pOFHEAEEHS
Sldiers under the

1ka

individuals, countries and or
1s happened tc

the report of Olara Otnnu, th

Mandela). IU’s off (he radar,
it seems.
ST 0

it'is by no i
adar™

ed dram:
fissues tha

the frontline

m.u.m.h

ence is
The office of the Speci
resentative of the
Ger for Children
Armed Conflict is operational
A grawing number of coun-
tries refer to this issue in the
Ganeral Assembly and at
ora. Most recently the
Nog

suntrics roundly con
the practice a

1 their support for its
The Security

cil has unanimously

1 on the plight of children

il
nated th
for the Culture and
Non-violence for the Childre
of the World

The present Presic

cnt of the
he repre
sentative of Namibia, made a
long reference o the question
of child soldiers in his own
specch and pledged that dur
ing his tenure of office he
would add his "voicg and de
audable effort
the 21stc
tury one of love
in the world

for every child

1 pleaded for speedy a
to rescue child soldie

i 1 they a

and that If we

they will be

ption. [

ready
donot act quic
scarred beyond t
also stated that in Sri Lanka
we have decided o set up a
rehabilitation centre for the

hildren who desert the rebel

army. They will have expert
attention from specialists in
psychological trauma. We
1 will try to rebuild their shat
tered lives.
t  Q: And attacks on ciyilian
| targets by terrorists? The
"TE is continuing these s
cks with impunity. Dr.
1an Tiruchelyam in Co
the villagers in
as if all this world-
wide pressure means noth-
ing to them.

with you tha emment
does nothave a clear view
annot get

an'as

sity for a Treaty was felt over
thé case of a%ri Lank;
committed a’ murder in
.and absconded o Sri 1
But many Westérn countries

the LTTE
_the assassinga

A: Certai
recent conduct
tion of Neelan Thiruchelvam
massacre of villagers i

an who n
Tudy many issues. You
me to proceed on such
sumption hy sleight of hand!
In truth the Government has a
clear view on the question of

third party ne

and this view has

been articulated on many oc-
casions. The problem is that
terms are used loosely. The
three commonly used
when the resolution of our in
s being

the ank
Amp:
seem to indicate
regard for public and interna
tional opinion. It is not easy
to guess why they are behav
ing alsc
claiming an interest in explor
ing ce. It

Swand other atroeities
i flagrant dis-  have traditionally been slow ©
1 nto such Treati

m is one such
country. But it is hoped that
with the adoption of a number
of UN Conventions on the
terrorism the

The

suppression of
wrk of extradition treaties

he prospect
v words

is one et

me-

Q:What about ternal conflict
countries where the LTTE
s ac
A:Yes, we are aw
re is significant L

in some nearby Asian
nd we are in touch

counter

we would like them
Q: The US has signed a
new Extradition Treaty with
us. You signed it. They have
e-confirmed their class
cation of the LTTE asa ter-

h
tivi Kumaratunga made it clear
that she wanted to bring about

Siith ‘ther a negotiated settlement of the

with them sbout

There is a (ndv(\unall\' accepted difference in the scope of of the

functions associated with those roles. The mediator is usually

vested by the parties with the authority, express or implied, tc

make judgmental decisions dmxmnuu\mmmnmnmg(m

‘merits of the dispute and to nnka recomme: ndations that may be

totally unacceptable to either party. The mediator usually has some

capacity for underwriting and enforcing a settlement conceived of
as fair by the mediator even against the mll of the parties.
problems of the linorities.
- Tamil speaking
1994 elec-
ht

ist organisation. But the measures
TE doesn’t seem to care.
A: The recently signed Ex-
tradition Treaty between the
United States of America and
Sri Lanka is a necessary i
ent for a situation W
terrorists seek safe haven in

categori-

tion campaig
conspicuously on this basis,

did not seem to have a clear suntry was in no doubt
view on this, like on many
other issues, and that was
why your remarks made
headlines. Is that the posi-
tion of the Government of
2s. President  Chandrika

other coun- ike Kumara-
s it only your

> what her intentions were

tries doing
Recently we entered intc

Al am sorry I car

\!.1: Waldorf Astoria in New

in the world. In act, throu
out my > pevet

uded. Our conflict seems 10
Tie 1.1 T F. IS SOl g

Astoria. Mr. Bandaranaike’s
specch is nothing but a load
ient whick

the gut

Prime Mmmu
DMK alliance is not 'th:
keen on tamin i
Wh
ment of the mu amto nnhc 1
n ¢ e r
it yia have & h.~
of being diplomatic in M-
you say
Azl am not able to agree i

- cxorel

r problem is his ju
venile fantasy that the coun
try owes him a Kingdom
T'hus he constantly flashes his
pedigree, something his dis-
sished sister never does.

1o remind us that he is ready,
willing and able to lead the
cout Since there are no
takers for this gencrous offer.
>f all his leader and his
party, he throws a tant
two to remind us of W
are missi;
have been harmless fun but
for the fact that on this occa
sion Mr. Bandaranaike in his
desire to make a splash has
swallowed hook, line and
sinker the LTTE's sudden
tactical declaration that it
vours mediation. It is a pity
to see Mr. Bandaranaike as a
willing, indeed eager, apolo-
gist for the LTTE

1 do not intend to comy
mise the dignity of my office
by trading insul

Tamil Nadu

ashpa Kuia o
time to

i G shores from ocean

poli
issues would require the in
volyement of a third party in
some defined capacity.” The
question then is whether such
a third party shoulduglay the
role of a mediator or &
facilitator
There is a traditionally ac
cepted difference in the scope
of the functions associated
with those roles. The media
tor 15 usually vested by the
partics with the authority, ex-
implied, to make
al decisions and con
concerning the mer
its of the dispute and to make
recommendations that may
be totally unaceeptable to ci-
ther party. The mediator usu-
ally has some capacity for un-

ports
agree that the BIP/DMK 4
ance is not that “keen or'tal
ing the Tigers”. 1 am ‘cor
dent that the qu-.-\ eriiiiy
will not ir way encour
the LTTE. T think the d
when the LTTE was sy
ported and nurtured in Sof
India are over. I say that th|
are no prospects whateve
e Central Government|
India or any State Govd]
ment supporting the LTT]
demand for a separate St
Q: Are you not concer:
that Gi : Fernandes
been reappointed Mini:
of Defence given his knc
links with the LTTE?
A:The Government of]
Lanka entertains no apprel
sions whatever that
Fernandes is partial to
LTTE. He may have beeq)
sociated with the LTTE be|
he became a Minister but
was nothing in his perfc
ance as the Defence Min:
of India in the previous (]
emment which gave any
tification for that belicf
Q: And the coup

fa

with Mr
Bandaranaike when he be.
haves like a buffoon, but
some things need to be said
at least once
From what we know

(he LTTE is not interested
in talks, but it grabbed the
opportunity of your rejec-
tion of mediation to say the
Government of Sri Lanka is
not interested in pea
: My statement aba press
conference in New York was
ific ques-

..L.ul\\llhcxnllthhx‘]’Hnl:\
Itis very difficult for a sov-
State 1o accept a me
thus understood, in a
a group of its

iator
dispute with
own citizens
On the other
facilitator s eng
parties (o assist in bring
them together, creating the
necessary environment and
providing the necessary fa-
ities for  fruitful dialogue,
usu at some ncutral
venue. A facilitator is not
given by the parties any in-
Lrusive or COCTCive POWers in
respect of the dispute. A well
chosen facilitator can o
course cxercise considerable
moral persuasion on the par
ties without exercising any
authority. It is against*this
onceptual und that
the Government has made
lear that it favours facilita
tion at the appropriate t
1d not mediatior

hand

on has always been tha
ere against mediation

but had no objection to
facilitator being engaged at an
appropriate time. This has
been said over and over agair
by the President, myself and
others during the past five
years. Iti
to have
statement that because we are
against mediation we are,
therefore, against talks with
the LTTE. At an intervicw
with the BBC two days after
the press conference in New
York I referred specifically to

stan?
We had hoped
sl parliamentary|
mocracy in Pakistan hag
nally taken route when Naj
Shariff was elected by
majority. It is too early T
what course the recent co
etat will take. We are W
ing events closely
Qilt seems that
SAARC hoodoo co
After every SAA
mit a SAARC K
Who will be next?
A:All the lcaders are

11y

ime

This 18 an olc
Known 1o the

well ountry down k out a solutior

aTreaty with ltaly. The neces.




