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Sri Lanka rebels
appeal to-UN
or mediator

COLOMBO (AP) — A militant
Tamil-separatist group said it has
appealed to the UN Commission
on Human Rights to mediate an
end to the five-year ethnic con-
flict that has claimed 8,500 lives
in Sri Lanka.

The Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Felam, the most powerful Tamil
guerrilla group, called for an im-
mediate ceasefire and the with-
drawal of the estimmated 47,000 In-
dian soldiers on the Indian Ocean

island.

The Tigers, _in a letter to the
United Nations, said: ““Indian
troops under the cover of ‘peace-
keeping’ operations continue to
engage themselves in a ruthless
and brutal war against the inno-
cent civilian masses, causing in-
tolerable suffering to the Tamil
people.”™

A copy of the Tigers’  appeal to
the UN was sent by Telex to news
offices in Colombo fromx the_ guer-
rillas’ information office in Lon-
don. -

Also Wednesday, Sinhalese ex-
tremists attacked a military post
outside Sri Lanka’s most-sacred
Buddhist shrine and- killed at least
two soldiers, authorities said.




