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SRI LANKA B C&y, votes. Earlier the un—uﬂ point was 12.5
a . . pe 1 mead I J
Electlon MOVBS 2 3 s varties had m.vnm(\(nlulu\n 1t
: all in parliament. Now that Jayewar
dene has reduced the cut-off point to 5
per cent, the smaller parties are getting
\t Premadasa’s request, two IPKF batmh ns pull out ready to contest the polls in the hope of
winning ¢

I‘H‘Ill""M‘JH”H“I"“H THE Indians are leav-  ultra-hationdlist Janatha  Vimukthi I'he oxiled leaders of the Tamil

Lt Wil ing, the Indians are Peramuna (jve). warhing it-however United Liberation Front (turr) have

leaving. That seemed to  that “terror must and will end soon”’. formed a new alliance along with three
be N\r um\u\ul cry of I'he jve is unlikely to participate in  militant groups that control the North
ankaon Jan the elections.*Nor will the Liberation  East Council after ¢ ons in the region

. Hlk‘\tl(g«l\‘mllt l'igers of Tamil Eelam (U1TE). But other  were he Nover Oppo it is
3 the departure of one ; the Eelam Revolutionary Organisation

battalion of the Indian Peace Keeping Lt-Gen Kalkat with ki f Students (eros), which is close to the
Force (1PKE) from the country’s shores. officers; and Premadasa (bottom) LTTE. Also contesti is ft partie
That night Sri Lankan television % ! RABHU CHA
reported the event with the fanf:
usually reserved for a major cricket
victory. In the background were shown
a long line of Indian soldiers, knapsacks
on their backs, marching briskly on
Talaimannar pie board Indian ves-
sels on their way home. In the fore
ground was the Indian Army chief,
neral V.N. Sharma, hopping out of a
helicopter to be warmly greeted by Sri
Lankan Army Chief L{-General Hamil-
ton Wanasinghe. The two v then
joined by Lt-General A.S. Kalkat, com-
mander of the 1PKE. General Sharma was
on a routine annual inspection tour of
Indian Army units, but the report
seemed intent on m t appear that
he was present to oversee the pull-out
It was not for nothing that the
January 6 pull-out and , g
that of a second battal- = [\ To win th lliance, the usa (United Social-
ion two days later was { [)ﬂl‘lié]l]l(‘l“ill‘\ elections st Alliance) which h:
given such wide public- 2 o T > with uLE in the nor
ity. On February 15, the ] It was necessary and is contesting alone
Premadasa to Sinhala south. .
a 225-member ittons  fi
Parliament. For newly . z unplcm(‘nr at least are in full swir
d President Rar ’ EY "§ ‘partially his election  the Indian troops were leaving
Pr arty

remadasa, who | o/ 5 <= - 2 lalaimannar pier
‘ : promise of getting the '
narrowly won the De- I 2 5 leaders were handing over nomi

19 presidential : IPKF withdrawn. e AR R e o, domm

election against Siri \ ! I er. And to win votes
mavo Banduranaike, a e Y 3 sa  was ins v the
slight swing the vote could mean he  organisations senting the Tami pull-out be accelerated. After the elec-
faces a hostile Parliament. minori are gettir ready heir tions thou ., he may take a more sober
if his United Nation arty  chancesof winning seatsare better than  ‘stand. The compulsions clear. On his
UNP) is to win against Bandar o ever before, thanks to a change ¢ te wn he cannot take on both th
Sri Lanka Freedom Party (sLep) with th by Jayewardene ml.n rulesforrepresen-  the gve, Worse, a total Indiar
same manifesto which earned himvic-  tation in Parliament: drawal may undo whatever
in the presidential poll it is essential In Sri Lanka, parliamentary cand has been made by instituting the
he be seen to keep his promises. Else, the  datesare selected by a method of propor Provincial Council in the north-east
campaigning on a jingoistic mani-  tional representation. Parties subi I Lankan ny chiel
, may upst him lists of candidates to the election com Wanasinghe, may > pe
vorn inas  missioner who selects members of par for many in the country's adminis
emadasa said: “'I shall not liament depe r on the percentage of  tion when he warn he pul
surrender aninch of Sri Lankan territory ~ votes Ilml (|n rty wins tt s Indian troops may create a “vacut
nor a shred of sovereignty.” Atthesame  considered for selection a party must get  the security situation.
time he held out an ol yranch to the  more than a minimum percentage of A




