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]étto’s election has kindled thaw in troubled South
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World

hen Benazir Bhutto became the
prime minister of Pakistan in a
sudden outburst of democracy

following the mysterious death
of military dictator General Zia ul Hag, it
triggered events which substantially
changed the political climate in conflict-
stricken South Asia,

Bhutto's inauguration as the first wom-
an prime minister in the Islamic world
hasn't directly influenced the decision-
making process in Moscow, Beijing, New
Delhi or Kabul. |

But the atmosphere of tension, mistrust
and militancy has begun fo melt,

Moscow was one of the first to notice
the difference between Zia and Bhutto,
While the policy-makers in the Kremlin
have no illusions that Bhutto will abandon
the Afghan nationalists, it is clear that she.
will be far less enthusiastic than her pred-
ecessor in channelling military aid, train-
ing officers and advisers for the alliance
of resistance groups now initheir 10th
year of war against the Soviej-backed
government of Afghanistan,

It was Bhutto's ministers and experts
who advised the leaders of the Afghan na-
tionalists to accept the Soviet offer of ne-
gotiations in Islamabad and Saudi Araia,

The new Pakstani prime minister's
flexibility and realism have contributed to
Moscow's decision o resume and even ac-
celerate the withdrawal of troaps from
Afghanistan, The Soviets expressed a hope
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nationalists will b‘revent the latter from
increasing milifary activities'as their sol-
diers leave) | :

To Blutto's credit, her new government
has not changed its support for the ress-

. tance. She just made & pragmatic step fo-

ward the end of the Afghan war ~ no
more thn that, ,

Her program for democratization — an
uneasy project in Pakistan with its legacy
of military regimes and political catastro-
phes ~ has allowed the start of a much-
needed détente with India, the main rival
and threat for many years.

The recent talks between Bhutto and
India’s Prime Minister Rajiv'Gandhi in
Islamabad were symbolic rather than

practical. But such symbolism is a befter

beginning than practical yet insignificant
agreements,

Both prime ministers symbolize the new
generation of the world leaders. They
don't harbor the bitterness of the late
when both countries were consumed by

£ _become ~ unofficially ~ members of the

A

the tragedy of the splif, war and religious
massacres. They are more sensitive {0 in-
ternational trends of co-existence, com-
promise and co-operation.

And they both lead countries that have
nuclear club L

All this helped them proclaim a new <
spirit of relations and helped create an
agreement to secure their nuclear instal- '«
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lations against sudden attacks, ~ »

Gandhi's visit to China in December had

also heen colored by changes in Pkistan.

Beijing is a strong ally of Pakistan while

India has relied on the Soviét Union, The

possibility of India and Pakistan inching

towards each other freed Gandhi and the

Chinese from the pressure of emphasizing
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. their loyalty toward their allies,

The picture is ot as'rosy as it looks de-
spite the propaganda spewing forth after
the visits, talks and conferences it South

“ Asia,

Pakistan faces immene infernal prob
lems, including separatism, the presence
of 3.5 million Afghan refugees, economic
difficulties and massive illiteracy.

India exhibils a strange political phe-

, nomepon, On the one hand there are sec:
tarian, communal, economic, religious and
political problems and on the oher New

t Delhi shows its imperial face by sending

- troaps to Sri Lanka or the Maldives,
spreading its political presence in Bangla-

/405, desh and Nepal, and buying mote than 81 .

billion worth of Soviet military equipment.

looks as if the directions are set

- The war in Sri Lanka'continues despite

or perhiaps because of the
50,000 Indian ‘troops.
Xet the realization that the economic

and social problems of South Asia are im-
thense and could not be solved by militan-
¢y, threats or imperial gestures is finally
dawning in South Asian capitals.

When the conflict in Afghanistan is fi-
nally solved, South Asia could hecome as

presence of

dyramic an area of economic and politi
cal co-operation as its neighbors in South-
east Asia,

The process could take years but it




