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The Peace Task Force for the

establishment of the National

Council has welcomed the

on of the Government and

the LTTE to cease hostilities from
today.

In a statement issued by Fr
()swald Firth,

"Thc Peace Task Force for the
establishment of The National
Peace Council takes recognition
of the fact that both the Central
Government and thg LTTE have
remained trie to the aspirations
of the people to establish a nego-
tiated democratic settlement to
the civil war in the North-East"
In this context we welcome IhC
most recent decision by both par-
ties to establish
hostilities as the first step towards

ceasefires

"We also welcome the agree-
ment reached on the reconstruc-
tion and rehabilitation pro-
gramme, since it will directly
ameliorate the suffering faced by
the people i iy the North-East and
willalso lay a firm and solid feun-
dation for forging ahead with the
DEACe Proces:

The EPRLF hzxs W

‘ast and m]lud for a com-
prehensive political solution to
scussed at the next round of

K. Ketheeswaran, spokesman
The Government said that
during the discussion with the

the Task Force .—

[ cesSation of

LTTE last Tuesday, the Tigers
had demanded that the Pooneryn

:moved, but the demand
was rejected.

However the
newspaper published in the

on Wednesday claimed govern

demand

e,'_l'lle EPRLT spokesman also
\‘lid e ;md\

ment had agreeddo the

ethnic I\\Uc‘ hould be dz\ ussed

immediately.

"If the peace process is to
tinue, a cessation of hostilities
only will not .be suffic Our
party is encouraged by the open
ness and the transparency of the

;he g
ma
issue,” Mr.
e Eelam People's Revolu-
y Liberation Front how-
estioned the LTTE'Ss mo-
itling

Ketheeswaran said.
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Sangupiddy rou
"The openii
Sangupiddy route
down of the Poon
cannot he

and closir

'yn camp
connected the
spokesman said.

He said peop

ject to passing anarmy
checks being carried put on them.
Thus the LTTE's calli
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