LTTE’s extra
constitutional polltlcs

asantha Raja, the
prominent producer
and presenter of “San
deshava”™ of the BBC

"World Service, UK, re-

turned from Jaffna to
Colombo last week
with a response from

the LTTI to Mrs

Chandrika Kumar-
atunge
Befor spending 10

days in Jaffna, when
Wasantha Raja met
Mrs Kumaratunge
\,‘lk‘ \'(‘l“llllllllt'll(\_kl «
ge to the LTTE
“I am prepared to in-
vite the LTTE for un
conditional talks.” She
added, “T am willing to
expand the northern
province to include
Famil areas in the east
and make a single unit.

mess:

I will redefine the East-
ern Province and de
volve power.”

Mrs. Kumaratung
statement received
wide publicity in
Udayan, one of the
leading Tamil dailics in
Jaffna. The LTTE was
visibly unhappy that
this news reached the
Tamil public I'he
TTE line has been
that the Sinhala major
ity political parties are
only bent on war and
therefore they too have
no option but to con
tinue the fighting. This
is in many ways their
slogan to maobilize re-
sources as well as the
ideological
their strugg

Probably« LTTE"s
position in 'the eyes of
she Tamil public was
veakened with Mrs.
Kumaratunge's state
ment becoming public
in Jaffna

'he LLTTE ideologue
Anton Balasingham
reiterated LTTE' s posi-
tion with regard to the
bffer from Mrs
Kumaratunge. He said
that the LTTE does not
trust the government
nor the parliamentary
opposition. He added
that the LTTE has lost
faith in constitutional
politics of the south
However Balasingha
said that Mrs. Kum

s

basis of

Wasantha Raja and his

atunge OF any pulmum
is invited to visit Jaffna
and that they would be
happy to provide ym-
plete protection
Persuading the
LTTE to discuss the
differences leading to
the northeastern con-
flict, Wasantha Raja
said’ that the LTTE
must learn from what is
happening worldwide
Wasantha Raja drew
his attention to the in-
ternational cxperience
particularly PLO-Israel
talks and the South
African eprsode. Bala-
singham said that the
analogy does not tally
he reiterated that
the LTTE cannot trust
government or the
opposition.

message to the I

Wasantha Raja ;xl.\u
made some critical
observations. He said
that the war strategy
adopted by the Gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka is
defeating its own pur

pose

Commenting on the
bombing. Wasantha
Raja said “It has
helped to' create a
situation where ordin-
ary Tamil pcople lose
confidenge in the
south. There is an en-
tire new g;ncr;lllnn
being brought up en-
tirely with this war ex-
perience. The only ex-
perience of the South
they have are shelling
from the camps, bomb

wife Lilani Samarasinghe with the service
personnel held ia custody by the LTTE

!
Reiteratilg the ne-
cessity for the L'TTE 1o
build up links and win
the respect of the
South, Wasantha Raja
said that the best ally of
the Te=mil people arc
the Sinhala people of
the South Balasing-
ham, one time part
ume tutor of the South
Bank Polytechnic (now
South Bank University
London) said, “This is
an abstract sociological

cate 3

gory.’ Wasantha
Raja responded, “At a
time when history is
changing so rapidly,

t
from the air and
strafing from the heli
copters.™

Wasantha Raja said
that some of the institu-
tions of Eelam are
already in its place and
the others are being de-
veloped. He cited the
judiciary, the police,
the banking and the
postal systems

Commenting of the
mil Eclam Police he
said that every person
who enters their sta-
tions are greeted with
the traditional Wanak-

these abstract sociolo
gical categories can de
rive greater promin-
ance than individual
1»nl|ln| ins on either
side

In the continuing de-
bate Balasingham said
that Wasantha Raja

was looking at the
problem from south-
ern perspective and this
was different from the
northern perspective of
the Tamils. Balasing-
ham added that *the
LTTE does not wish to
have any pact with the
Government or the
Opposition. But we are
willing to have a dia-
logue.™

Except for couriering
Mrs Kumaratunge’'s

kam by a female police
constable. He observed
that there are petty
thefts and minor dis-
putes but no major

crimes. He said that
there was no remand
prison. Commenting
further, he added that
the Tamil Eela Police
was more a community
police where they had
excellent public rela-
tions on the judiciary
He said that the Judges
had passed out_of the
I'amil Eecla Law Col-
ege. He said that the
urts resolved the dis
putes within a few davys
without a case con-
tinuing for months and
months. “The night of
appeal was instituted.”

the newly inaugurated

he added
His observation of

Tamil Eela Bank was
its popularity. He said
that this was primarily
because the Tamil Eela
Bank could give loans
but not the Bank of
Ceylon.

Wasantha Raja whel
was accompanied by
his Wwife Lilani Samar-
asinghe, a UK based
journalist, met Adele
Balasingham, the Au-
stralian born wife qf
Anton Balasingham
Adele was working on
a book on the dowry
system. Wasantha Raja
and his wife observed
that Mrs,.~“Balasingham
was also proficient in
Tamil.

Wasantha Raja and
his wife Lilani Samar
asinghe was accorded
the rare privilege of
meeting 36 policeman,
4 soldiers from
Welioya, 10 soldiers
from Poonervn and 6
civilians from
Pooneryn in custody.
The 36 policemen were
out of 600 policemen
the LTTE captured at
the outset of Eeclam
War Il and they have
been in LTTE custody
for 4 years

Wasantha Raja and
his spouse observed
that the policemen, the
soldiers and the civi-
lians were mentally
sound and physically
fit. Many of them
claimed that they were
kept in chains during
day and night until they
were declared to the
ICRC

The captives con-
fided that they plan to
stage a hunger strike to
pressurize the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka to
seek their release from
the LTTE I'he (HI[‘—‘T
tives who were not
either keen to divulge
or were notl aware of
any other prisoners in
custody said that they
plan to conduct a hun-
ger strike in the next
few weeks. It is unfor-
tunate that the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka, par
ticularly the Ministry of
Defence under Presi-

dent Wijetunga has
made no effort to
either rescue or ex-

change these prisoners

When Wasantha
Raja asked Anfon
Balasingham what

LTTE needs to secure
the release of these
prisoners he said either
a list of LTTE cadres in
custody and their re
lease or lifting of the
cconomic embargo will
be sufficient for their
refease. Why not the
government take this as
a challenge both to free
their prisoners and to
boost the morale of
their services?
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