)/I have all the ribbons in the world to decorate the breast of my soldiers and all the titles in the world to

bestow on my

The armed forces
medal ceremony sche
duled for June 21, 1994
has yrncl.xlcd a mix
ture of reactions both
from the members of
the services and from
the public. While some
are pleased with the
selection criteria others
are dissappointed
Conferment of a
medal i1s a sign of rec
ognition. It honors the
individual, recognizes
the contribution, and
motivates the person
further. Thg aware of a
bravery medal 1s
expected to motivate
other fighting men
The June 21, 1994
ceremony has unfortu-
nately come under
harsh criticis, particu
larly by men in the
front. Many have pub-
licly and privately pro-
tested and urged the
government to
amine the
selection
The heart breaking
examples are numerous
— some 20 officers who
fought valiantly in
Ampara and Batticaloa
at the outbreak of
Eelam War I1 are clear-
ly disillusioned. Their
nominations for a med-
al have been dropped

also

reex-
criteria for

either by the
board or by
services board
makes the final
sion.

Similarly, the rank
and the file of the first
Singha Regiment and
the first Gajaba Regim-
ent who went out of the
Jaffna Fort after break
ing the seige and en-
gaged the enemy for 24
hours have not
awarded medals.
cidentaly, some 50
men were killed and
over 150 wounded from
these two regiments in
their fierce fight against
the LTTE. Some of the
bodies of the officers
and men who died
could not be recovered

It is unfortunate that
many of the officers
who are earmarked to
conduct operations,
based on their past re-
cord, are not receiving
medals for the opera
tions they have either
conducted or partici-
pated.

But some men.who
have neither conducted
nor participated in op-
erations, and men who
are unfit to conduct op-
erations in the future,
are being better deco-
rated

Service
the tri-
which

deci-

been
In-

, erations

It appears that some
of the officers who are
to receive medals were
either personal friends
of those who served on
ecither of the two
boards or had enough
clout to speak to an
influential officer and
get his name slipped in
Politics within the
armed forces and be-
tween the armed forces
have dented not only
the image of the
vices but also impeded
their efficiency. With
this type of favount-
ism, the morale of the
troops will be affected

When Camp in the
Mannar region was
attacked, an officer
who communicated
with the camp from
another camp located
25 miles away has been
nominated for a Rana
Wickrama. This has
been regarded as
absured even by his sol
diers

There are other cases
where the officer who
had planned the opera
tions have received
higher medals than
those who have led op
Friends and
associates of officers,
who prepare medal lists*
too have

ser-

best field commanders I will conquer the world”. — Napoleon

-

favoured. Some
including a very
army officer
had nominated himself
for a medal, which was
turned down previously
by General Kobbeka-
duwa. This type of
favouritism, has gener-
ated anger and resent
ment particularly
among the ficld officers
who are rnisking their
lives for the country
I'he biggest folly of
the selection criteria 1s
the nomination of
General Denzil Kobbe-
kaduwa and General
Wijava Wimalaratne,
Sri Lanka's most out-
standing war heroos,
for the Rana Weera
Padakkama. On the
they should

the

offic-
ers

sSemor

contrary
have received
Weera Wickrama
the hl‘glk’\l honour
I'he loss of Kobbeka-
duwa and Wimalaratna
is being felt only at this
stage when there are no
men of that stature and
ability to lead opera-
tions. When these two
heroes were always in
the battle-field
ducting operation afteg
operation. After their
death on the eve of the
operation to strike Jaff-
na, no officer or group

con-

Decorating our her

of  ofhcers
placed them
'hé whole nation
and the army still re-
veres Kobbekaduwa
and Wimalaratne
denying them and
those who fought under
them, what was earned
by sweat and blood, is
ng _credit to the Army
of the Wijetunga
Administration. Why
did not the Army Chief

could re
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take up this matter with
the highest authorities
in the country?

Further the army
board had degraded
the medals of a battle
experienced officer,
who led a number of
operations. Not only
other gallant officers
who fought with him
by side as well ds
officers who manned
logistics under his com-
mand during the same
operations will receive
higher medals

The biggest draw
back is that in propor-
tion to the officers and
men, more
have received

side

officers
medals
T'his is unfortunate and
this must be rectified
immediately. It must
always be remembered
that medals and the rib-
bons do matter to keep

the fighting spirit
Among the most de-
brave men to
decorated will be
Squadron Leader
Lasantha Waidyaratne
He will receive Veera
Vikrama Vibhushana,
the highest award for a
living combatant, for
Operation Eagle. This
has been rated as a
dare devil operation
not only by the three
services but also by the
LTTE leadership
With the outbreak of
Eelam War II, the Jaff-
na Fort
by the

serving
be

besieged
for 23

was

LTTI

days. No supplies could ~

be flown nor troops in
ducted either by land,
sea or air. After the
LTTE had efféctively
blocked passage,
ammunition, food and
medicine levels were
low. With the passage
of time, the Govern-
ment became desperate
as it only became a
question of days that
the Fort would fall into
the hands of the LTTE
Waidyaratne volun-
teered for the suicidal
mission to land in the
Jaffna Fort amidst
heavy enemy fire. His
task was to induct fresh
troops, ‘“l‘l‘}‘
ammunition, medicine
and food, and tg evacu-
ate the critically in-

jured. At 5.00 a.m. on

= tion

1990
Waidyaratne accompa
nied by Flight Licute
nant Avinda Mirando
and two gunners land
ed on board an Amer
icn built Bell 412 (UH
IN) helicopter
Waidyaratne's co-pilot
will awarded
the same honour

It has been
judgement on the part
of the air force and the
committee
the

some

July 3

also be

.
poor

tri-services
to award
medal to
were involved in
operational design

T'he illogical decision
by the air force and the
: committee,
to place men who risk
their lives for the na
and those who
work miles away from
the battle zone creates
a heartburn for the true
heroes who had fought
and risked their lives in
the front

I'he Government,
must also'make a deci
sion to streamline the
process ol
service personnel for a
medal scrutiny
of the selection process
confirm that officers
who have a personal
rapport with those in
the committees
have nominated
for medals. The Gov-
ernment must generate
safe guards against this

same
who

the

tri-Services

selecting a

Close

meda

been

0CS

as it lowers the stan
dard of the medal as
well as the level of the
true hero who receives
a medal
Streamlining the pro
cess of selectuion
perhaps by a constant
review of operations,
will help Sri Lanka to
have a berter motivated
Further the
Ministry of Defence
must weigh the pros
and cons of awarding a
medal after a
bravery than to
award every
two or three
With the passage of
two or three years the
motivation of a field
man can diminish but if
he or
soon

force

soon
act

medals

years

she is decorated
after the
bravery then he or she
may be motivated to
contribute in a greater
way

In the medal
ceremony held in Octo-
ber 1990, Lasantha
Waidyaratne was to re-
ceive a Rana Sura
Padakkama for assist-
ing troops marooned in
Kilinochchi during an
anti LITE opera-
tion, Some 60 troops
under the command of
Denzil Kobbekaduwa
inducted to Dharma
puram in Kilinochchi
on January 30, 1986,
came under fire as thek
armoured venicles got

act of

last

d down in Watta-
kachchi. The next day
some 150 militants sur-
rounded them and
attacked them. Kobbe
kaduwa recommended
Waidyaratne for a
Rana Sura Padakkama
for captaining the only
troop carrier that “sup
ported ‘the ground
troops by flying in rein
forcements, ammo and
recovery items, and
even evacuating a
casualty under fire. On
all four he
was fired upon by the
terrorists with RPGs
MGs and motars, and
he inspite of this:yolun-
tarily carried out his
task™

Unfortunately, the
letter recommending
this medal was stolen
by another jealous staff
officer attached to the
Air Froce Head Qaur
ters from
Waidyaratne's personal
file. This is the fault
with the syStem, and
the system must be
streamlined and safe
guards incorporated 'to
prevent this type of in-
cident happening
again.

The lack of profes-
sionalism displayed by
the two boards have
affected the normal
keenness and enthu-
siasm that goes with
such a medal cere-

occasions

N

mony. This is becausc
many of the key actors

‘who genuinely sweat it

out in the field are de-
nied or down graded in
the awards while those
who played roles in the
rcar headquarters
logistics appointments
or in support functions
given higher
wwards
It was

ire
decided that
the awards are given
for operations con
ducted upto December
31, 1991. Unfortunate
ly, the awards for those
who conduct anti —
JVP operations have]
been left out. Why? |
it army_politics whicl
continues to affect the
efficiency of our fight-
ing force and capabil
ity?

Had the men and the
women of the armec
forces not combattec
the JVP menace, Sr
Lankan history woulc
have been very diffe
rent. Why should on
draw a distinction be
tween the LTTE and
the JVP, as enemies o
the State? Both th
JVP subversives ang
the LTTE terrorists ar
citizens of Sri Lanka
F'hese are probing
questions which Sr
Lanka's political
military leaders shou’
face and answer int,
ligently S

an(




